
   
 

 

 

 
  

        



   
 

 

   

  

  

We exist to end the cycle of youth homelessness.  

More than 1.3 million young people under 18 
experience homelessness each year in America.  
Trained counselors find, stabilize, and assist homeless 
and at-risk youth in attaining productive and 
fulfilling lives off the streets.  

Our focus is on prevention, outreach support, 
connecting young people to transitional housing, and 
offering an array of resources and services to youth 
on their journey to self-sufficient adulthood. 

 
We strive to build communities where all youth know 
care, feel loved and have a support system to help 
them move quickly from surviving to thriving. 



   
 

 

 
    

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

 

  

  Our Volunteers 
STANDUP FOR KIDS is run almost entirely by 

volunteers and employs a small office staff in 

Atlanta, Georgia. Volunteers fill a variety of 

positions, including local Executive Directors and 

other vital leadership roles. 

STANDUP FOR KIDS relies on generous people like 

you, charitable foundations, businesses, and 

other organizations to fund our operations. As a 

501 (c)(3) charitable organization, monetary 

donations, Gifts-In-Kind, grants and endowments 

help fund operational expenses at the national 

and local levels. 

Did You Know? 
Our organization works directly with thousands 

of homeless youth across the country. 

Starting from a program in once city, STANDUP 

FOR KIDS has grown to sustain 17 cities across ten 

states and the District of Columbia. 

Because of our nimbleness and size, we can 

prioritize the needs of the youth we serve. 

  

  

  

  

 
    

   

 
 

STANDUP FOR KIDS is a 501 (c)(3) national, 

nonprofit organization founded in 1990 by a 

group of concerned individuals. 

STANDUP FOR KIDS intervenes in the lives of 

homeless and at-risk youth and young adults, 12 

years-old up to their 25 birthday. There are 

upwards of 1.3 million homeless and street kids 

in the America each year. 

Our organization has been recognized by the 

administrations of President Barack Obama, 

George W. Bush, and Bill Clinton, as well as the 

U.S. Department of Justice, for the impact and 

scope of its programs. 

Our Values 
• We believe in promoting a way of treating 

homeless youth that is unique and 
infectious. 

• Our role is to be care advocates, not case 
managers; friends, not service providers; 
community organizers, not the sole source 
of respite. 

• We treat each youth as an individual 
capable of making one’s own decisions. 

• We provide all youth with voice and choice. 
• We respect the individual diversity, beliefs 

and decisions of each youth. 
• We possess integrity and commitment. We 

never make a promise we do not keep. 
• We interact as role models. 
• We find creative and frugal solutions to a 

wide range of individual and community 
needs. 

• We forge connections and empower local 
communities and our nation to help 
homeless youth. 

• We are humble about our roles as 
volunteers; tireless in our efforts to help 
youth in need; and dedicated to our mission 
and vision. 



   
 
STANDUP FOR KIDS Nationwide Impact  

39% of the U.S. homeless population is young people under the age of 18. 
If they all lived one city, it would be the 7th largest city in the U.S. 

 
 

 

PROGRAM LOCATION (YEAR 
FOUNDED) 

Street 
Outreach 

Outreach 
 Center 

Apartment 
Support 

Mentoring 
Program 

ARIZONA         

Tucson (2004) *       

CALIFORNIA         

Oceanside (2001) * *     

Orange County (2003) * * * * 

San Diego (1990) * * * * 

Silicon Valley (2008) * *   * 

COLORADO         

Denver (1991) *       

GEORGIA         

Atlanta (2003) *     * 

ILLINOIS         

Chicago (2004) * *   * 

MASSACHUSETTS         

Worcester (2008) * * *   

OHIO         

Cleveland (2006) *       

TEXAS         

Houston (2005) * * *   

San Antonio (2006) *   * * 

VIRGINIA         

Hampton Roads (1991) * * * * 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA         

Washington, DC (2000) * *     

WASHINGTON           

Bremerton (1992) *   *   

Olympia (2010) *     * 

Seattle (1997) *       



   
 

 
 

 

Did You Know?  
• At least 1.3 million U.S. 

youth experience 
homelessness every year.  
  

• 50,000 youth sleep on the 
streets for six months or 
more each year.  
  

• 1 out of every 5 children will 
run away between the ages 
of 10 and 18.  
  

• Up to 40% of homeless 
youth identify as LGBTQ. 
  

• Every year, approximately 
5,000 at-risk youth will die 
due to assault, illness, or 
suicide trying to survive.  
  

• 25% of kids become 
homeless after aging-out of 
the foster care system.  
  

• Homeless youth are 75%  
more likely to self-medicate 
and abuse substances as a 
way to deal with trauma.  
  

 
 
 

STANDUP FOR KIDS Income 2016 
 

 
 
 

STANDUP FOR KIDS Expenses 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

We practice financial transparency. Please visit our website 
to view all of our financial documents and policies. 

 



   
 
 
        Homeless Youth 

Homeless youth are living on the streets 

in major cities, small town, and in most 

suburbs in the United States. Some kids 

manage to stay in cheap hotels, parks and 

abandoned buildings for some periods of 

time with other youth they meet. Many 

homeless kids are forced to make difficult 

choices just to survive.  

There are shelters in some cities, but 

most shelters do not offer any or 

enough beds for youth. 

Survival on the streets exposes youth 
to:  

• Human trafficking  
• Acute diseases  
• Sexual assault 
• Physical assault  
• Unwanted pregnancies  
• Drugs and alcohol misuse  
• Untreated mental illness  
• Suicide  

Histories of youth we assist:  

• Sexually exploited   
• LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Questioning)  
• Victims of abuse and/or neglect  
• Disabled 
• Involved in juvenile justice and foster 

care systems 
• Pregnant and parenting 

• Undocumented immigrants 
 
Youth We Work With:   
 
Early Runners: Displaced from their homes due 

to severe conflict, abuse, or neglect and 

experiencing short-term homelessness.  

Doubled-Up: Transition-age, cannot return 

home, and require housing with life-skills 

training.  

Older, Employed Homeless Youth: Highly 

mobile, couch surfing, with access to part or full-

time employment, but no access to affordable 

housing opportunities.  

Street-Dependent Youth: Sleeping outside, in 

public spaces, or in abandoned buildings for six 

months or more in need of services to facilitate 

social inclusion.  

Homeless Youth with Long-Term Disabilities: 

Experiencing cognitive or emotional challenges 

and will require support into their adult years. 

 



   
 

 

   

•  

• Outreach Centers   

• Apartment Support   

• Mentoring    

 

Street Outreach counselors go on the streets and 

try to reach homeless kids. The single greatest 

need for homeless and street kids is continuous 

caring and real support. 

A viable street outreach program is not solely 

concerned with finding homeless kids who are 

interested in staying in a shelter.  

While identifying kids who may require shelter 

assistance, support must also be provided to those 

who, for one reason or another: (1) Have to live on 

the streets, (2) aren’t ready for more of the 

establishment, (3) are afraid to go to a shelter, (4) 

have a police record and fear of incarceration, or 

(5) are afraid that they will be sent home. 

Street Outreach encompasses: 

• Befriending homeless kids and letting them 
know that we are caring adults who are 
concerned about their well-being and want to 
see them safe and successful. 
 

• Providing vital information regarding available 
resources to meet their needs, including 
housing, education, employment, medical, 
mental health, and other support services. 
 

• Providing food, clothing, and hygiene 
products. 
 

• Harm reduction counseling to address risks 
associated with street life. 
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In 2016, We served 1,044 individual 
unaccompanied youth and 472 young 
homeless families, providing 14,729 
separate instances of support. We also 
provided 15,501 meals or grocery bags 
and assisted 229 youth with housing. 

STANDUP FOR KIDS Volunteers worked 
43,000 hours to support various 
programs. 

     
     

    

 

  



   
 

Outreach Centers 

The intent and purpose of STANDUP FOR KIDS  

Outreach Centers are to provide safe and  

protective environments for homeless and  

at risk youth. 

 

An Outreach Center helps provide the support  

network of basic human needs and  

development through educational programs, 

one-on-one counseling, and an ongoing 

atmosphere of hope and concern. 

 

Outreach Center Highlights: 

• A safe environment to rest 
 

• A safe place to make meaningful 
relationships with caring adults 
 

• Referral services for available programs 
throughout the community 
 

• Meals and snacks 
 

• Telephone messages and mail service 
 

• Hygiene products 
 

• Job referral services 
 

• Apartment finding services  
(and assistance with furnishing an apartment) 

 
• Identification services  

(Birth Certificates, Social Security Cards, etc.) 
 

• Structured life-skills and other wellness activities 
 

 



   
 

Apartment Support 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

but is not limited to, helping with 
the following: 

• Assistance in locating and taking care 
of an apartment 

• Life skills training, including the 
fundamentals of living alone and 
supporting one’s self 

• Developing a follow-up plan after 
being placed in an independent living 
situation 

• Weekly food baskets 

• Clothes 

• Furniture 

• Counseling and moral support 

• Referrals for medical and dental 
support 

• Housing stipends 
 

Once we’re successful in helping kids get off 

the streets, the real test begins. If it takes 

several months to get someone into housing, 

it may take twice that long working with 

them in an apartment environment before 

they feel fully capable and comfortable with 

taking care of themselves. Apartment 

Support teams will monitor their situations, 

and help young renters build a life centered 

around their community. 

 



   
 

Mentoring 

Youth are paired with two mentors who 

meet with them on a weekly basis. During 

mentoring sessions, youth develop a goal 

plan and mentors help them prioritize and 

execute their plan. Mentors act as guides, 

role models, and accountability partners for 

these youth. 

The mentoring program has a definitive 

plan for meeting our mission of ending the 

cycle of youth homelessness in 

combination with our apartment support, 

education support and life skills programs. 

Given the diversity of the communities we 

serve throughout the country, we conduct 

mentoring in school, after school, and in 

our Outreach Centers. 

 

The goals of school-based mentoring are 

to deter teen pregnancy and gang 

involvement, increase high school 

graduation rates, and foster a love for 

learning.  Mentors provide stability, 

friendship and support by developing an 

effective study plan, providing tutoring, 

and processing the challenges experienced 

due to unstable housing. 

To support our mentees, we provide 

weekly life and career counseling, 

computer access, and homework help. 

We want these junior and senior high 

teens to understand that we truly believe 

in them, that they are capable and will be 

rewarded for their hard work and 

diligence in education. 



   
 

Many STANDUP FOR KIDS locations utilize the 

in-Center – or small group – mentoring 

model. In these locations, we provide 

homeless and at-risk young adults ages 18 

through age 24 with resources and support 

needed to overcome challenging situations.  

Since every youth has a different reason for 

being on the streets, STANDUP FOR KIDS works 

individually to meet each one’s specific needs.  

Our program not only provides basic 

necessities such as food, clothing and 

toiletries, but also engages mentors to assist 

with educational support, resume and 

interview preparation, obtaining birth 

 

 

 

certificates and developing life skills.  

Mentors set goals, assign homework and 

obtain referrals to other professionals who 

are needed to assist with each youth’s 

specific needs.  

One of the most important aspects of our 

program is that goals are set with each 

youth, with mentors utilized to hold them 

accountable to achieve each goal.  

Through our mentoring program, our 

Centers provide a safe, welcoming place for 

homeless youth to seek guidance and 

openly discuss their problems and 

achievements. 

 

 
  



   
 

Meet our 2017 Board of Directors
 

DR. EDDY AMEEN, Chair 
 
Dr. Eddy Ameen is 
the Director of the 
Office on Early 
Career 
Psychologists at the 
American 
Psychological 
Association. He 
began his 
involvement with 

STANDUP FOR KIDS in Miami, Florida, where he 
moved from being an outreach volunteer to 
becoming the Executive Director from 2008 to 
2010.      
 
After an internship at the Child Guidance 
Clinic of D.C. Superior Court led him to 
Washington. D.C., Ameen became involved 
with the STANDUP FOR KIDS D.C. chapter, 
where he still serves as Director of Training. 
He has been a Board Member since 2015.  
 
Eddy earned his B.A. in Psychology from 
Northwestern University, his M.A. in Mental 
Health Counseling from Boston College, and 
his Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from 
University of Miami. Eddy was formally “The 
Person of The Day” in a Huffington Post 
article for his involvement with STANDUP FOR 
KIDS. 
 
In addition, Ameen provides pro-bono 
psychological evaluations to asylum seekers 
and leads a D.C. based LGBT youth advocacy 
coalition. 
 
 
 
 

 
MICHAEL ANDREWS, Vice Chair 
 

Michael Andrews is the 
Senior Director and 
Division Head of the 
Specialized Industries 
Group at Banc of 
California. In this role 
he leads the 
Government, 
Nonprofit, Institutional 
Healthcare and Hedge 
Fund / Private Equity transaction banking groups. 
 
Michael began his career in banking in 2004 with 
Banc One / Chase bank, handling a diverse 
portfolio of municipal, nonprofit and healthcare 
clients.  He has served as Market Executive for 
Bank of America / Merrill Lynch’s middle market 
banking division, and as senior banker with 
Citibank’s mid-corporate group specializing. 
 
Michael received his Bachelor’s Degree from The 
University of the State of New York’s Excelsior 
College and he has done postgraduate study at 
both Cornell University and Queens University in 
Canada. 
 
Michael served as a Navy Reserve Supply Corps 
officer, deploying multiple times to Afghanistan 
and other threat areas. He is still active in the US 
Navy Supply Corps Foundation and in veterans’ 
initiatives across Southern California.  
 
Michael also serves as a board member for the 
Hollywood Arts Council and as a local council 
member of the American Cancer Society, and 
previously served on the boards of CASA of 
Orange County and the Dayton Opera 
Association.   
  



   
 
TERILYN BURG, Secretary 

 

Terilyn Burg has 
been with STANDUP 
FOR KIDS for over 
25 years as the 
Executive Director 
of the San Diego 
Chapter. Burg’s 
commitment and 
involvement with 

STANDUP FOR KIDS doesn’t end in San Diego. 
She has been a role model for many of 
STANDUP FOR KIDS’ programs and serves on the 
National Board of Directors.   

Burg is dedicated to helping ensure kids have 
the best opportunity they can have to change 
the situation they are in.  Burg rallies a whole 
community to accomplish this exhaustive and 
never-ending mission. Working at times with 
more than 100 volunteers, she meets with 
educators, meal providers, high schools, and 
colleges, finds and contacts donors and 
supporters as she supervises this dynamic 
program, reaching more homeless and street 
kids than ever before. Burg has lived up to her 
commitment and promise to the kids; when 
almost everyone else has given up on them she 
was still there. Her word is her bond and the 
kids know it.  

Burg has been recognized by Fordham 
University, Soroptimist International of San 
Diego (Ruby Award), Classy Awards, San Diego’s 
Unsung Hero, and Harvard’s Igniting Innovation 
Summit.

JUSTINE PALMORE, Treasurer 
 
Justine Palmore 
served as the 
National Interim 
CEO in January 
2013, and currently 
serves on the 
National Board of 
Directors. Palmore 
is the Executive 
Director of STANDUP FOR KIDS-Orange County 
since October 2008. She oversees daily 
operations of the Orange County program 
including personnel, financial affairs, marketing, 
fundraising, program management, grant 
writing and program development. Her goal is 
to maintain a strong leadership structure, 
develop key coalitions and build crucial 
relationships for the organization.   
 
Palmore dedicated over two years to STANDUP  
FOR KIDS as both Director of Marketing and 
Outreach Supervisor. Under these titles, she 
juggled brand marketing, volunteer 
recruitment, development and retention, 
community and media relations as well as 
leading a team of outreach volunteers and 
seeing youth clients. She worked as a program 
coordinator with Bridge of Hope, a nonprofit 
organization assisting at-risk youth through life 
skills workshops and tutoring.   

Palmore holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Human 
Services and Associate’s Degree in Family 
Services, is a CCAR Recovery Coach, and a 
Christian Counselor. She is married and the 
mother of three children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 
CHARLES BROWN, Member 

  
Charles Brown is a 
Senior Underwriter 
for Zurich North 
America.  
Brown works with 
design, 
implementation, and 
market risk 
management 

programs (Primary Casualty, Umbrella/Excess 
and Property). Specific duties include: 
underwriting, historical loss analysis, coverage 
analysis, market selection, financing and 
placement. His banking experience includes 
credit analysis and sale management.  
 
Brown earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Accounting, as well as an MBA. He is the father 
of two daughters, and his hobbies include 
sports, fitness, motorcycle riding and traveling.  
 
Brown has worked with the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, Chris Kids, United Way and 
Boys and Girls clubs. He is a STANDUP FOR KIDS 
Street Team volunteer.

JAMES DOOLEY, Member  
 
Jim Dooley is a 
senior sales 
executive who has 
helped dozens of 
software and 
technology 
companies improve 
their top and 
bottom line in the 
last 30 years of his career. His expertise is in 
consulting and improving skills with all 
customer-facing activities, such as sales, 
services, support, sales management and 
marketing. He started his career in public 
accounting and became a Certified Public 
Accountant.  
 

Dooley keeps busy with his wife and three 
daughters. He has volunteered with his children 
as a coach, teacher, mentor and Board Member 
associated with several of their activities as they 
grew up. Dooley has also served his community 
and church in various roles as a Board Member, 
Big Brother, Fundraiser and in numerous other 
volunteer activities. Dooley loves children and 
continues his volunteer efforts to this day with a 
renewed passion for STANDUP FOR KIDS on the 
Board.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   
 
SUSAN DUDAS, Member  

Susan Dudas is an 
Organiz-ation 
Development 
Consultant with 
Edge on 
Performance in 
Atlanta.   

For over 20 years, Dudas has designed and 
facilitated organization effectiveness initiatives 
for her domestic and international client 
organizations. Some of the clients she has 
served include Rockwell Automation, Key Bank, 
Amway International, Fresh Express, Mosaica 
Education, and Ernst and Young.  

In addition to consulting, Dudas has been active 
in the charter school community.  

She and her husband, David, started two charter 
schools in Akron, Ohio. The Edge Academy 
(1999) and Akros Middle School (2010) continue 
to educate low income students in downtown 
Akron.  Susan served on the Ohio Charter 
School Association Board in the early 2000’s.  

Dudas holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science from The University of Akron and a 
Master’s Degree in Career and Organization 
Development from Kent State University.  

Susan and David have two daughters, Danielle 
and Lilia, who were born in Kazakhstan. Dudas 
loves to run, travel, and help young people who 
do not have strong family situations.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

DR. AIN GROOMS, Member  
Dr. Ain A. Grooms, 
is an Assistant 
Professor in the 
Educational Policy 
and Leadership 
Studies Department at 
the University of 
Iowa’s College of 
Education.  Her 
research agenda includes educational 
opportunity, with a specific focus on access and 
equity for students from traditionally 
marginalized backgrounds. She uses the 
intersection of race, class, and place to examine 
historical and contemporary schooling, 
including such topics as school choice, resource 
allocation, desegregation, residential 
segregation, and the achievement gap. Dr. 
Grooms has presented her work at national and 
international conferences and her work has been 
published in books and peer-reviewed journals.  
   
Prior to joining the faculty at the University of 
Iowa, Grooms served as a Policy Analyst with 
the Southern Regional Education Board in 
Atlanta, as a college advisor at a youth 
development program in East Harlem, New 
York City, and was a founding administrator of a 
college preparatory charter high school in 
Boston. Grooms holds a Ph.D. in Educational 
Administration and Policy from the University 
of Georgia, an M.Ed. in Organizational 
Leadership from Vanderbilt University, and a 
B.A. in Educational Studies from Emory 
University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 
JESSICA NEWMAN, Member 

 
Jessica Newman 
has been the 
Development 
Coordinator in 
the Student 
Services 
Division at 
Oakland 
Community 
College in 

Auburn Hills, Michigan since 2008. She also 
served Oakland Community College as an 
Adjunct Faculty Member of Political Science 
in the Social Science Department from 2010 to 
2013.  

Newman has a strong background in 
nonprofits and philanthropic work. She acted 
as the National Coordinator for University 
Engagement with the STANDUP FOR KIDS 
National Office in Atlanta, Georgia from 2009 
to 2010. Ms. Newman was the Charity liaison 
to the student board for the Northwestern 
University Dance Marathon (NUDM), the 
largest student-run philanthropic student 
organization in the US at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois.  

From 2005 to 2008, she served as Marketing 
Coordinator for the Auxiliary Services Division 
at Oakland Community College District Office 
in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. From 2011 to 
2012, she was also an Invited Member of 
Champion’s Council at United Way in 
Southeastern Michigan for the High School 
Turn Around Program. 

DR. QUINTA WARREN, Member 
Dr. Quinta Warren is a 
chemical engineer with 
experience in 
sustainability, 
pharmaceuticals, and the 
oil & gas industry. She 
owns and operates 
Engineering Research 
Consulting LLC, a 
consulting company that 
operates in the 
sustainability, chemical 
process, and upstream oil & gas industries. In 
addition, she is the Director for Professional 
Education for the Dakar American University of 
Science and Technology in Senegal. Dr. Warren 
enjoys giving back to the community.  
 
Among other things, she has participated in 
United Way home builds, medical supply 
packing with MedShare International, and 
Tough Mudder for the Wounded Warrior 
project. 
 
Warren holds a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering 
from Georgia Tech, and a B.S. in Chemical 
Engineering from Penn State. In her spare time, 
she enjoys reading, traveling and learning about 
other cultures. A few years ago, she successfully 
climbed to the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro, 
fulfilling a longtime dream. She recently 
completed a 3.5 month long trip which took her 
to 23 countries and 7 continents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 
Nationwide Partners and Sponsors 
Alteryx, Inc.  
Brose Corporation 
Clarise Frechette Design 
Chi Financial Gamma Sigma Sigma  
Claudia and Marcos Douer Charitable Fund 
Clearstar, Inc.  
Edward Ameen Agency, Inc. 
FJC Glue Catalyst Fund 
Gas Station TV 
GreenRope 
Holborn Corporation 
Innocor, Inc. 
Julian and Lois Brodsky Foundation  
Lime Studios 
McKesson Foundation 
National Philanthropic Trust 
Network For Good 
O'Donnell & Naccarato, Inc. 
Paul and Barbara King Foundation  
Rhea Blackwood Foundation 
Romaniello Family Foundation  
Rosenbluth Family Foundation 
Schwab Charitable Fund 
Spinnaker Trust 
 

   
 

Awards Won 
STANDUP FOR KIDS has been recognized by the 
Barack Obama, Bill Clinton and George Bush 
Administrations, U.S. Justice Department, 
Colorado Secretary of State, and the Arizona 
Governor's Office for Children.  
 
STANDUP FOR KIDS has also received the 
JCPenney "Golden Rule Award," Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award,  
and various corporate and community service 
awards. 
 
How to Get Involved 
Go to www.standupforkids.org to fill out a volunteer 
application online or find one of our 17 local 
programs so you can talk to someone about 
becoming a volunteer.   
  
To make a monetary donation, visit our website or 
send a check payable to STANDUP FOR KIDS to:   
83 Walton Street NW, Suite 500  
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.standupforkids.org/


   
 

  

  

 

 

 

National Headquarters 
 

83 Walton Street, NW 
Suite 500 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Phone: 1-800-365-4KID(4543) 

Email: Staff@StandUpForKids.org 
Website: www.StandUpForKids.org 
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