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Our Kids 

February 

The Other Side of the Street!  
 
 

The FAFSA Fix Act:  
Help Homeless Youth Go to College! 
Education can be a key element lifting youth out of 
poverty and homelessness. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s most recent statistics: 
“Adults age 18 and older with a bachelor’s degree 
earned an average of $51,554 in 2004, while those 
with a high school diploma earned $28,645. Those 
without a high school diploma earned an average of 
$19,169.” 
In addition to financial security, higher education 
provides youth with greater opportunities to live 
out their dreams and fulfill their potential. In the 
words of one formerly homeless student and current    
scholarship recipient “To succeed in college is to 
succeed in life and never again have to live the way I 
am living now.” 

(continued on page 4 column 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rick…  
My name is Ally H., when I was 18 I left Sacramento 
and went to San Diego cause I had nowhere else to 
go. STANDUP FOR KIDS helped me in so many ways 
I can’t even begin to explain. There was one guy 
that I will never forget though. He saved my life, the 
night I met him I was going to kill myself.  I went to 
the center to take a shower because I at least 
wanted to die clean.  His name was Jim Breihan, he 
was from New York and was there on some sort of 
volunteer field trip where they came and lived like 
us for a week.  I don’t know if you have any records 
of people who have done things like that, but if you 
do I would greatly appreciate it if you could get him 
in touch with me. I'm 23 now and have a beautiful 1 
year old son and if it weren't for Jim (and you) I 
never would have been able to experience how great 
life can be. I want to thank him for that. I met a lot 
of great people through STANDUP FOR KIDS and I’m 
glad that you found it in your heart to begin this 
program.  You have no idea how many lives you have 
saved and will continue to save.   

Thank  You,     Sincerely,   Ally 
 

Jim was a student at Fordham University and was part of the 
Fordham Global Outreach Program.  Fordham tracked Jim 
down and we’ve put him and Ally back in touch with each 
other.  And, people ask us why we do this!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If we put all of the homeless and 
street kids in one city, they would be 

the 7th LARGEST city in America! 
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX!THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX!  

I’d like to take a moment and acknowledge the 
STANDUP FOR KIDS volunteers from those of our 
programs that have been experiencing the cold, and 
sometimes harsh, winter this year.  As the snow, 
sleet and frozen rain fell from the sky and the       
temperatures dropped and lingered well below 
freezing, your dedication brought you out to         
continue your street outreach efforts.  We all         
understand that extreme weather conditions can 
mean life or death for those of our kids that call the 
street home.  Your willingness to be there for them 
on those nights, when the temperatures dance above 
or below zero degrees, is honorable and impressive.  
Every week you walk the streets in this weather, 
knowing that you are not always going to see kids, 
often hoping and praying that they are somewhere 
safe and warm.  I’d like to thank you for your         
unwavering dedication. 
As the weather slowly starts to warm up and we 
near closer to spring, those of us in the north will 
continue to experience winter weather and will  
continue to be there for the kids in the middle of it.  
Know that your efforts go noticed by those you 
serve, and that the work you do may just help save 
their lives.  Thank you! Jen—Boston 

COME SEE  
WHAT WE’RE 

 DOING IN 

Our new Don’t Run Away cards and Outreach Cards 
will soon be ready to hit the schools and the streets.  
Virgin Mobile USA, generously donated the funds to 
purchase 400,000 Don’t Run Away cards, for        
students in the 3rd through 8th grade and 100,000 
Outreach Cards for our counselors to hand out to 
kids on the streets.  Kids with the Outreach Cards 
will be able to call the toll free number and reach a 
STANDUP FOR KIDS’ counselor in more than 35   
cities.  The back of both cards contain other toll free 
numbers for kids to call in an emergency.  The cards 
are the size and thickness of a regular credit card! 

http://www.virginmobileusa.com/�
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Philadelphia’s Executive Director Agata Clevenger 
and Keith Sanders, National Director of Corporate 
Development, meet with country singer &           
songwriter, Taylor Swift, after appearing on       
Philadelphia’s NBC 10! Show 

KarmaThreads  
Vintage Flair to Benefit SUFK 

KarmaThreads, a positive messaging apparel com-
pany fusing vintage flair with contemporary design 
approaches business a little differently than most 
companies these days. 
Creating good karma is rarely considered a model 
business plan but that’s exactly what Rhonda Lee, 
founder of KarmaThreads, hopes to do for teens 
with her new clothing line. “There comes a time in 
everyone’s life where they want to do something 
positive to make a difference”. With t-shirt designs 
that    reflect positive messages such as... 
Dream...Hope.... Laugh Often.... Love More.... Love Happens.... 
Positive Soul Model & Love is My Religion, the message 
comes through loud and clear. 
Rhonda, along with daughter Sarah, contacted 
StandUp For Kids to partner with because we share 
the same goal of believing that teens and young 
adults can be a powerful force for change, especially 
if they have an easy way to participate in giving 
back. Our volunteers create good karma everyday in 
the way they give of themselves to reach out to 
homeless and street kids. Now teens and those still 

(continued next column) 

can give back simply by purchasing some of the 
items offered at www.karmathreads.com.  
From every sale, a portion of the proceeds goes to 
charities supporting teens in need including 
STANDUP FOR KIDS .  KarmaThreads helps in        
promoting STANDUP FOR KIDS in numerous ways, 
but most recently including us in a recent TV        
appearance on Philadelphia’s NBC 10! Show.      
Philadelphia’s Executive Director, Agata Clevenger, 
and STANDUP FOR KIDS Keith Sanders appeared on 
the show along with Rhonda and her daughter 
Sarah to promote the partnership 
and to bring awareness to the more 
than 1.3 million homeless and street 
kids across the country.  Country 
Music Singer and  Songwriter, Tay-
lor Swift, was on the show as well 
to perform her hit single “Tim McGraw”. 

 

 
 

Fore! 

On July 16, 2007, the Oceanside Chapter will hold a 
Golf Tournament at the Encinitas Ranch Golf 
Course.  The Tournament will be sponsored by 
Joey's BBQ, Carlsbad, followed by a dinner/
auction.  All proceeds will benefit the Oceanside's 
center daily operations and outreach program.  
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Click here to  
volunteer 

STANDUP FOR KIDS 
1510 Front Street, Ste 100 

San Diego, California 92101 

The FAFSA Fix Act:  
Help Homeless Youth Go to College! 

(continued form page 1 column 1) 
 

Yet homeless students are extremely unlikely to be 
able to access college without federal student aid, 
and youth who are homeless and on their own face 
barriers in the financial aid application process. The 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
requires most students to provide financial informa-
tion from their parents or guardians in order to de-
termine student eligibility for aid. The application 
also requires a parental/guardian signature. While 
these requirements are logical for most applicants, 
they create often insurmountable barriers for unac-
companied homeless youth. 
These youth do not receive any financial support 
from their parents, and do not have access to paren-
tal information. Thus, despite their great need for 
financial assistance, unaccompanied homeless youth 
cannot supply the information required by the 
FAFSA and are prevented from accessing financial 
aid. 
This year, we have an opportunity to change this 
policy and open the doors to higher education – and 
a brighter future – for thousands of homeless youth.  
Congresswoman Judy Biggert (R-13th/IL) and 
Congressman Rubén Hinojosa (D-15th/TX) have 
introduced the “FASFA Fix for Homeless Kids Act,” 
H.R. 601. This legislation would amend the Higher 
Education Act to allow unaccompanied homeless 
youth to be considered independent students upon 
verification of their living situation by a McKinney-
Vento Act school district liaison, a shelter director, 
transitional shelter, or independent living program; 
or a financial aid administrator. 
In order for this legislation to pass quickly, there 
must at least 50 co-sponsors. Please contact your 
U.S. Representative today and urge him or her to 
co-sponsor H.R. 601. Contact information for Rep-
resentatives may be found at www.house.gov. For 
more information, please contact Barbara Duffield at 
NAEHCY at bduffield@naehcy.org or 202.364.7392. 

STANDUP FOR KIDS—MIAMI 
 
On Sunday, January 28th, STANDUP FOR KIDS—  
Miami volunteers attended the first Luncheon  and 
Recognition Ceremony to recognize our volunteers, 
donors, and contributors during the year 2006.  Dr. 
Sharon Cooper was in attendance as our guest 
speaker and updated the group on where STANDUP 
FOR KIDSstands and where it will be going in the 
near future. 
This event was hosted by Skyline Equities Realty 
and lunch was provided by Clara Gallardo.    We 
recognized several volunteers for their outstanding 
service to our organization and to our partners for 
their contributions.  The purpose of this event was 
to show our volunteers and donors the impact we 
made last year. 
Lucy Ruiz was awarded our Leader of the Year 
award for serving as our Director of Volunteers.  
Raul Marquez was awarded our Volunteer of the 
Year award for his contributions made on several 
graphic arts projects and for serving as the Assis-
tant Director of Program Support. 
We also want to recognize our corporate partners 
and donors during 2006.  We would like to thank 
Family Counseling Services of Greater Miami,     
Skyline Equities Realty, for partnering with us as a 
new non-profit organization in the Miami area and 
for ''Standing Up'' and taking the initiative to be a 
leader in the community by setting the standard of 
excellence in helping the community! 

http://www.standupforkids.org/standupforkids/app2.asp�
http://www.standupforkids.org/standupforkids/app2.asp�
http://www.standupforkids.org/standupforkids/app2.asp�
http://www.standupforkids.org/standupforkids/app2.asp�
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Northern California 
STANDUP FOR 
KIDS is growing in 
leaps and bounds! 
  
Northern California is mecca for 
homeless youth. In addition to the 
thousands of street kids that travel 
through the area, there are immense 
numbers of kids who are at risk, 
runaway or are  a throwaway from 

their homes in the Bay Area.  You would think that with such 
a huge need there would be more and more organizations  
popping up to help.  Unfortunately that is not the case. In  
response to this need STANDUP FOR KIDS has placed much 
attention in filling this void.  
In the past six months StandUp For Kids has worked to     
rejuvenate a program in Berkeley, and build two brand new 
volunteer programs in San Francisco and San Jose. The        
volunteer team in Berkeley have researched the need, gathered 
donations, trained 15 outreach counselors, and started going 
out on the streets to help kids.  They have committed to   
reaching these kids in a way that no other organization is   
doing. They go out and spend time with the kids, showing 
them how much they care.  Sure, they give them food and   
hygiene, but they also sit with them, talk to them, listen to 
them.  They demonstrate to them the commitment that 
StandUp For Kids is making to help save homeless kids.  
The San Francisco program had their first meeting in           
September and already they have made amazing progress. The 
volunteer team is working to develop the Don't Run Away 
program and researching about assisting those homeless kids 
still in school, especially alternative schools.  
The San Jose program, while still in its infancy, has made great 
progress due to the hard work of very dedicated volunteers. 
Having only met a handful of times, the group has made great 
strides towards completing the resource survey. They are    
establishing relationships with local organizations that       
provide services to homeless youth and are finding out how to 
navigate the complex and convoluted services in the San Jose 
area. imagine, what it can take a group of dedicated volunteers 
many weeks, even months, to gather about services, society is 
expecting these at risk, homeless and street kids to do under 
great emotional stress on their own! Through the process of 
researching the services the outreach counselors will be able to 
provide current, easy to understand, information to the    
homeless and street kids they will see on outreach. 
These volunteer teams are working extremely hard and are 
accomplishing wonderful things. If you are interested in     
volunteering for any of these programs or would like to donate 
money or goods please contact one of the following emails: 
Berkeley@standupforkids.org, 
sanfrancisco@standupforkids.org, or            
sanjose@standupforkids.org. Your help and donations are 
needed to keep these essential programs growing. 
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Column 
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