
2009 

© 2009 STANDUP FOR KIDS www.standupforkids.org 

1 

May 

Dance Marathon 2010 Dance Marathon 2010 

Announces Announces   

BeneficiaryBeneficiary  
For second time in its history,     
DM dances for a social cause 
 
 

 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS, May 26, 2009 - Northwestern University‘s Dance Marathon (NUDM) is proud to   
announce STANDUP FOR KIDS as its 2010 primary beneficiary.   STANDUP FOR KIDS works to find and help 
homeless youth in cities across the United States.  In addition to providing basic necessities and support     
for homeless youth, they also work to deter kids from running away.   
 
NUDM is incredibly excited to be working with such a unique organization, especially since this is only the 
second time in NUDM‘s 36 years that they will dance for a social cause. 
 
―We are absolutely thrilled to be working with STANDUP FOR KIDS,‖ says Lauren Troy, Co-Chair of Dance 
Marathon 2010.  ―Although DM has focused a lot on medically related philanthropies in the past, this is     
going to be a great opportunity to reach out to the community in a different way. Now more than ever, the  
struggle of homeless youth seems particularly relevant, and STANDUP FOR KIDS is an incredible                
organization. We can‘t wait to see where this new road takes us.‖ 
 
It is estimated that more than 1.5 million children are homeless nationally, and STANDUP FOR KIDS reaches 
these youth through their Street Outreach program. By walking the streets and offering the children         
consistent care and support, the volunteers seek to provide them with the help they need to get off the 
streets. This year, NUDM will strive to make connections with the more than 26,000 children living on the 
streets in Chicago.  
 
―Lots of kids I work with are 16, 17, 18 years old,‖ explains Rick Koca, founder of STANDUP FOR KIDS. 
―They‘re your peers on the street. People look at kids on the streets and think that they really want to be 
there, but the majority of youth on the street that I know would love to be in college.‖ 
 
About NU Dance Marathon: 
NUDM is one of the largest student-run philanthropy events in the world, and we are proud to say we have 
raised over ten million dollars for various charities since the founding of NUDM in 1975. Last year, over 
1,400 dancers and committee members raised $917,834 through fundraising and in-kind donations, and we 
are working toward an even bigger and better Dance Marathon for 2010.  
 
For more information about our beneficiaries, please visit the STANDUP FOR KIDS website at 
www.StandUpForKids.org and the Evanston Community Foundation website at www.evanstonforever.org. 
Additionally, for more information about both STANDUP FOR KIDS and ECF as well as Northwestern           
University Dance Marathon, please visit www.nudm.org. 
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Multi-platinum rock act Switchfoot presents 5th annual charity                
surf contest and concert utilizing enviro-friendly sound and staging           

to benefit STANDUP FOR KIDS 
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Thanks to Armando Caceres and John McNerney 
for the banner ad front page of an MP3 download 

service.  Just click here and wait for it to come 
around in rotation http://www.xiie.net/ 

STANDUP FOR KIDS—Chicago 
(by Noga Villalon,                
Co-Director of PR) First    
training course completed.  
About 20 participants are now 
ready to hit the streets! 
 If you ever wondered if one person can 
make a  difference meeting Rick Koca would 
put that to rest.  During the orientation phase of 
our training we understood how one person 
who started walking the streets just because he 
cared, managed to lift off the ground a national 
organization which 20 years later is active in 43 
US cities and makes a tremendous difference 
in the lives of so many homeless children.     
Listening to Rick, it makes you really want to 
make a difference yourself, even if it‘s just a 
small one.  Being the military man that he is , 
Rick would not let a minute get wasted, and 
pairing us up during lunch break to get to know 
―our new best friend‖ was a brilliant idea.    
Coming back and introducing each other, made 
us feel much more engaged with the group.  
However, we all walked away with our confi-
dence a bit deflated as regarding our ability to 
spot a lie when told by a stranger.  As a group, 
we were wrong as often as we were right! 
 Our second day of street training with 
Mike was very illuminating.  Walking around a 
well-to-do neighborhood with its beautiful shops 
and restaurants, Mike showed us how to see a 
level underneath.  How to look at the             
surroundings with the eyes of a homeless child.  
Where can we hang out, where might we be 
able to use bathroom facilities, where can be a 
safe place to sleep?  An invisible population  
became visible, soon enough we found a squat 
in a gap between two walls in an alley.              
A couple of us were brave enough to beg on a 
street corner.  This ten minute experience had 
a profound effect on them and us. 

U.S. FIGURE SKATER BRANDON MROZ 
PARTNERS WITH STANDUP FOR KIDS 

 
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO – U.S. figure skater            
Brandon Mroz recently announced his partnership 
with STANDUP FOR KIDS. 
 
Mroz, the current U.S. men‘s silver medalist, was 

attracted to our program 
after meeting with     
Founder and CEO, Rick 
Koca, and learned about 
our focus on creating a 
safe community for kids 

who otherwise might not have anywhere to turn. 
 
―STANDUP FOR KIDS is personally relevant to me, 
as I know firsthand the importance of having a 
support system when your family isn‘t around,‖ 
Mroz stated.  ―I moved to Colorado Springs from 
St. Louis on my own for my training and, as my 
family is back in Missouri, my skating friends have 
really become my second family.  I‘m looking     
forward to spreading the word about the wonderful 
community that STANDUP FOR KIDS creates for 
kids in need.‖ 
 
Koca said: ―I was most impressed with Brandon, 
especially when he let me know that we wanted to 

speak up for kids on the 
streets – kids that typically 
have no one speaking for 
them.  I‘m sure that he will 
inspire thousands of our 
kids.‖ 
 
STANDUP FOR KIDS       
focuses on both street          
outreach and deterrence 
and resource programs, 
and was recently          
highlighted on               

The Celebrity Apprentice as Andrew Dice Clay‘s 
chosen charity.   
 
Brandon Mroz is one of the brightest hopes for 
U.S. men‘s figure skating, winning silver at his first 
appearance as a  senior at the 2009 U.S. National 
Figure Skating Championships, and finishing    
ninth in his debut at the World Figure Skating          
Championships in Los Angeles. 

http://www.xiie.net/


STANDUP FOR KIDS—Worcester         
conducted 24 hours on the streets at 
Wesley United  Methodist Church to 
raise awareness, outreach to home-
less youth in the area and inform the 
community of how they can get       
involved.  Click this link to watch a 
video kindly  created by a passerby/
video  enthusiast:                                           

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DOYt7k4th4&feature=PlayList&p=414E5174C9213AAF&index=4 
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We Need          We Need          

Your Support.   Your Support.     

To Donate        To Donate        

Click Here & Save Click Here & Save 

a Kids Life.a Kids Life.  

STANDUP FOR 
KIDS-Tacoma 
program perform 
Outreach on    
Friday nights.  
Our ―Wish List‖ 
drives continue 
once a month.    
We want to  
thank all of our 
volunteers and 
especially    

Brian Haslip for his diligent and hard work on 
the job.  We‘re a small group but full of          
enthusiasm, dedication and 
look forward to growing, moving 
in a positive direction.   

STANDUP FOR KIDS—  

 
is our NEWEST program and     
the first in New Mexico.  Local 
radio station, KRQE reported in    

March that Albuquerque has more than 4,000 
homeless youth.  The National Center on Family 
Homelessness released a report identifying   
New Mexico as one of five states rated as the 
worst in dealing with homeless children.  
STANDUPFORKIDS in Albuquerque  is hoping to 
change that statistic by working with and for the 
homeless youth in this city.  

48 hours event Kathy, Sel, Ruth, Jen, 
Patty, Christine, Adrienne and Brian. 

48 hours in Bremerton, was a 
great success.  Donations from 
family members gave our     
program over 50 personal bags for our kids.  
Packets included sample size soaps,         
shampoos, conditioners, lotions, dental floss 
and feminine hygiene   products.  We also    
received  several packs of socks, underwear,    
t-shirts and pajamas.  Supporters in a water-
front condo made flyers and will collect items 
through the end of May to help support us.  
Stormie, a volunteer, decided to encourage all 
of her co-workers to contact their local           
Albertson‘s Reward Card to the Rebate       
Program.  We will receive a percentage rebate 
on every penny they spend at Albertsons. 
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TEXAS HAS THE HIGHEST RATE OF TEXAS HAS THE HIGHEST RATE OF TEXAS HAS THE HIGHEST RATE OF 

HOMELSS YOUTH IN THE UNITED STATESHOMELSS YOUTH IN THE UNITED STATESHOMELSS YOUTH IN THE UNITED STATES   

           
1.3 million youth live on the streets                

13 homeless youth die on the streets everyday                                                                   
1 out of 4 homeless people is a youth         

63% of runaway and homeless youth are never    
reported or sought after by guardians 

22% to 44% of homeless youth parents abuse 

drugs or alcohol, leading to domestic violence and 

conflicts. 

Dallas, San Antonio, Houston and Austin are    

working together but still need your support.             

The Houston program welcomes all     

volunteers interested in Outreach to    

attend Training with Rick Koca, Founder          

May 29-30, 2009.  For more information email 

Houston@standupforkids.org  

We appreciate the Dallas program for all of their 

hard work and support they offer to our local       

programs in Texas.  The volunteers from Houston 

enjoyed outreach training with Rick Koca and     

Dallas team.  Thank you Molly Cowan (Executive 

Director) and Dallas volunteers for your hospitality 

and endless dedication to helping homeless youth! 

 

STANDUP FOR KIDS‘ prayer vigil in our Orange 
County program revealed to local residents    
breaking the homeless youth stereotype informing 
them homeless kids look like any other kid you 
would encounter on the streets.  The photo of    
thirteen religious leaders came together to honor 
the thirteen homeless kids who die on the streets 
every day in America.  Even though Mission Viejo 
was recently named the second safest city in the 
country residents are surprised at the fact there are 
homeless youth we help here.                     
STANDUP FOR KIDS—Orange County advance each 
day to make a difference.   

Amber, is a 17-year-old who currently lives 
in her car.  She and her friends have grown         
accustomed to struggling to survive each day,   
having been without permanent homes for much of 
their teens.  ―Every day is different,‖ said Amber of 
living on the 
street, ―You 
don‘t  know 
where you‘re 
going to go, 
where you‘re 
going to end 
up.‖  

Help Homeless Kids Click Here  
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STANDUP FOR KIDS—Atlanta 
 

 Opening June 3rd, 2009, the New   
Outreach Center will help homeless kids and 
at risk youth in Atlanta, Georgia.  STANDUP 
FOR KIDS —Atlanta has served hundreds of     
homeless youth by conducting weekly        
Outreach and we can now direct kids to the 
Outreach Center where they can have a hot 
meal, take a shower, see a nurse, use a    
computer, and talk with counselors.    
 "Opening the new Atlanta Outreach 
Center is a dream we‘ve had for 10 years,‖ 
states Becca Orchard, Director of Community 
Support for STANDUP FOR KIDS - Atlanta.  
―Thanks to the generosity of WNBA Atlanta 
Dream owner, Ron Terwilliger who donated 
the space; GlaxoSmithKline,  who donated 
funds to build out the Center; Pineapple 
House Interiors who helped with space      
planning and furniture selection, and Rick    
Orchard who served as general contractor,  
we are finally able to fulfill our dream.‖  
STANDUP FOR KIDS Dream is to have an    
Outreach Center in every city where we have 
a program.  ―We believe the Atlanta           
community will continue to respond to the 
needs of our most fragile youth …   they are 
our kids; our future!‖  says Dale Alton,          
Executive Director for STANDUP FOR KIDS - 
Atlanta.   
 
Charity Kickball Tournament 
Join STANDUP FOR KIDS for our first charity Kick-
ball Tournament.  For more information and to  
register, log onto www.standupforkids.org and 
click on Georgia.  

 
2009 in Atlanta Was A Great Success! 

This 48 hours we met 5 new youth!  Josh 
Gray (Director of Outreach) participated 
in a  45 minute local talk radio interview, 
leading up to the event.  Overall, 
STANDUP FOR KIDS - Atlanta experienced 
a great 48 Hours weekend.  We are 

grateful for the commitment of our growing        
volunteer support team, for the all the great things 
we are doing in STANDUP FOR KIDS—ATLANTA.   

Don’t Run Away is our 

Deterrence program.  

 

To Learn More and            

Get Involved email Chris at 

DRA@standupforkids.org  

Bringing DRA to Your City 
 
The upcoming summer months are the perfect time 
to develop and create a Don‘t Run Away (DRA) 
Program for your city. For those of you who are not 
familiar with DRA, it is a preventative program that 
educates students from third to eighth grade on  
resources, options, and solutions available to       
remove themselves from abusive situations,        
ultimately deterring them from running away. The 
main backbone to the program is a presentation 
(available in two versions), that educates students 
on the dangers of running away and why life on the 
streets in not the right choice. Starting a Don‘t Run 
Away Program is simple and can be done through a 
high school, university/college, current city program, 
or by any interested person who wants to get       
involved with STANDUP FOR KIDS. 
Implementing DRA starts with assembling a team of           
volunteers interested in giving the presentation, and 
then locating potential presentation schools in the 
area. Once a school is selected, the presentation 
can be adopted by your program and can be taught 
to the prospective presenters. The actual             
presentations (including PPT versions),              
presentation checklist, tips for presenting, and other 
supporting materials are all available to volunteers 
on the forum or by contacting Christopher Senesi, 
National Director of Don‘t Run Away at 
DRA@standupforkids.org. 
The Don‘t Run Away Program is an extremely      

important aspect of STANDUP FOR KIDS and can  

become a great resource to the kids who hear it. 

Help expand DRA by bringing it to your city. Email 

DRA@standupforkids.org to learn more about      

implementing DRA and how you can get involved in 

preventing youth homelessness in America.  Don‘t 

Run Away – the better choice. 

Click Here                

to Contribute 

http://www.standupforkids.org/
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J o h n S h o r s 
Dragon House 

 
Thank you to John Shors, Bestselling author of 
"Beneath a Marble Sky" and "Beside a Burning 
Sea" 
 Mentioned STANDUP FOR KIDS in the back of      
his book. "Dragon House" -                                
Available September 1, 2009 
www.dragonhousebook.com 

Set in modern-day Vietnam, Dragon House tells 
the tale of  Iris and Noah—two Americans who, as 
a way of healing their own painful pasts, open a   
center to house and educate Vietnamese street 
children. Iris and Noah find themselves reborn in 
an exotic land filled with corruption and chaos,    
sacrifice and beauty.  Inspired by the street        
children she meets, Iris walks in the footsteps of 
her father, a man whom Vietnam both shattered 
and saved.  Meanwhile, Noah slowly rediscovers 
himself through the eyes of an unexpected     
companion. Resounding with powerful themes of 
suffering, sacrifice, friendship, and love, Dragon 
House brings together East and West, war and 
peace; and celebrates the resilience of the       
human spirit.  

Early praise for Dragon House: 

―There is a tenderness in this moving, deeply   
descriptive novel that brings all those frequently 
hidden qualities of compassion, purity of mind, 
and, yes, love—the things we used to call the     
human spirit—into the foreground of our feeling   
as readers. This is a beautiful heart speaking to 
us of the beautiful world we could and should 
find, even in the  darkness that so often floods  
the world with fear.‖ – Gregory David Roberts  

―In Dragon House John Shors paints such a vivid 
picture of the lives of Vietnamese street children 
and the tourists they need in order to survive,  
you would swear it was written by one of them.     
I loved this book, and cared deeply about the 
characters brought to life by Shors' clear           
sensitivity to the plight of the unseen an un-
wanted in Vietnam.‖ – Elizabeth Flock, bestselling 
author of Me & Emma 

 

 

STANDUP FOR KIDS—
Miami enjoyed a         
successful 48 hours   
weekend by participating 
in a volunteer fair, street 
outreach, and a full day 

of activities including the  restoration of a 
youth  shelter and pottery and dinner at an 
oceanfront restaurant with a group of great  
kids and volunteers. The program has also 
been hard   at work with other events,         
including a Casino Night and Levi's 501 Day. 
We'll soon be  treated to a 5% profit sharing 
day at WholeFoods and look forward to  
building our business plan, implementing a 
Don't Run Away Program, and writing several 
grants over the summer.  STANDUP FOR KIDS 
Miami + ADFED/Ad2 Public Service Ad  
Campaign Revealing Event Party!  And come 
see our new design to premiere in the local 
media and enjoy a night of art and               
entertainment. It all takes place at the next   
Artwalk on Saturday June 13 from 7-10pm at 
Chi Alma   Gallery (Wynwood - 46 NW 36th 
Street). For more info, send Jose Resendez 
of Ad2 an e-mail at jresendez@aii.edu.            
Cost is free, and entertainment will be          
provided! 

http://www.dragonhousebook.com
mailto:jresendez@aii.edu
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Recovering the Dignity of Being Kids 
by Mike Uca-Dorn 
 
It‘s January 2000, and I‘m at an old military base off Rosecrans Avenue in San Diego, I‘m 20 years old, and I‘ve just 
left the only home I‘ve ever known, a farm in sheltered rural Minnesota.  I‘m being told about a street kid named Bear 
from a really intense old man named Rick.  
 
This is a story about a relationship- years together, years apart, and the one night that transcended it all.  I first met 
Bear when he was 20 years old, an old school squatter, an alpha-male, the alpha-male actually, having been off and 
on the streets of San Diego since he was eight years old.  I soon got to know him by mere fact that I was around- the 
outreach center that is, a place where kids try to protect or recover, depending on how the day goes- the childhood,  
the adolescence, the dignity of being kids. 
 
What struck me about Bear and with most of the kids I met is that they were teaching me about life as uncensored as it 
should be.  In fact, the reality of their lives unveiled the unreality of the popular culture, and the value systems it claims 
as its pillars.  This is something that probably any white, middle-class, privileged male such as myself stumbles upon 
when realizing the audacity of the empire within- the belief that one is going to ‗help‘ those who are ‗less  fortunate‘ by 
volunteering or intervening on their behalf.  The only real ‗help‘ that means anything to me takes place when both     
parties see each other in themselves.  Only then can one speak the unspeakable.  I‘m speaking about the kind of help 
that prevents wars, from the person by your side to your Muslim neighbor in the Middle East.  I saw myself in Bear, I 
was his age, I liked what he liked, I wanted meaning like he wanted meaning, I realized that I was broken like he was 
broken.  I was white, he was black, and in levels upon levels of daily life and for no other reason but personal and    
systematic racism, I was spared the evils that Bear endured and continues to endure.  
 
Bear taught me that I was no different than anybody else.  He taught me that I was just as boring and interesting, as 
abnormal and normal, as the rest of over  6 billion people on this planet.  He taught me that kids who lack basic literacy 
skills or who‘ve been kicked out by their parents can run circles around a religious order in the understanding of what it 
means to be ‗in community‘.  He taught me the realization that all you have is today, and not to let it go to waste.  Bear 
and many kids like him are professors, and they‘ll teach anyone who‘s willing to return the favor, which is to simply let 
them see who you are, because that‘s the gift they‘re giving to you! 
 
When is the last time you met someone that you felt could look straight through you?  The last time someone put 
things into perspective and showed you you‘re too distracted with meaningless things.  And just when you think I may 
be glamorizing their situation, realize that they are plagued with the  suffering of a childhood destroyed by abuse,        
of having to pickup the pieces when their squats have been burned, and their whole lives need to resettle underneath 
the next overpass.  This is HELL! And this is EVERY day on the streets!   
 
Still open to letting them see who you truly are?  I know, you‘re scared, scared that you might have to come to grips 
with your own assumptions and isms that run deep in the rivers of your routine days.  That you might have to sit in the 
tension of not knowing what to say, what to offer, or even what to feel when they tell you about the time ‗it happened.‘  
You‘re scared that you might change, and that you won‘t be able to stop it not because you won‘t know when it‘s      
happening, but because you know instantly how profound and permanent the change truly is, and it scares the living 
hell out of you!  I can‘t walk by an alley or a riverbed without wondering if kids are squatting there.  I can‘t look at a kid 
without also seeing what can be done to that kid.  I can‘t be the same homophobic, racist, sexist, classist person I was 
before I met homeless youth.  For all this I‘m truly grateful, as I have realized when I decided to volunteer nine years 
ago with STANDUP FOR KIDS, I was volunteering that I would never again remain the same. 
 
Tonight, nine years to the month that I first met Bear, my heart saw the light of day, as I called him up in San Diego  
and he sat with me under the sun of our past, present, and future.  He was no longer a homeless kid, I was no longer  
a counselor, and then again maybe we never were in some ways.  Tonight, we were 29-year old men catching up with 
each other, and in the end I can‘t say who ‗helped‘ the other more.  It was mutual, definitely mutual. 


